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H.H. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(God’s mercy upon him)
Introduction:
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi since 1966, was elected first President of the UAE in 1971, a post to which he has been re-elected at successive five year intervals. A driving force in the creation of the federation, he has worked to achieve his vision of a society with high quality welfare, education, health and housing for all citizens by utilising Abu Dhabi's oil revenues to fund projects throughout the federation. Overseas, he has gained a reputation as a sagacious statesman, keen to promote conciliation where possible, but at the same time firmly on the side of justice and international law. Under his leadership, the UAE has supported the Palestinians in their struggle for their homeland, was an active member of the coalition that liberated Kuwait in 1991, and is a major contributor to the international peacekeeping force in Kosovo. The country has also been a major donor of international relief aid and development assistance, reflecting Sheikh Zayed's firmly held Moslem faith, with the duty it places on believers that they should assist others less fortunate than themselves. Now in his 80s, Sheikh Zayed continues to play a guiding role in Government.

His Birth:

· Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan , (1918 — 2 November 2004), the principal architect of the seven United Arab Emirates, was the ruler of Abu Dhabi and president of the UAE for over 30 years (1971-2004).    Sheikh Zayed was the youngest son of Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, the traditional ruler of Abu Dhabi from 1922 to 1926. He was named after his famous grandfather, Zayed bin Khalifa al Nahyan, who ruled the emirate from 1855 to 1909. On August 6, 1966 he succeeded his brother, Sheikh Shakhbut Bin-Sultan Al Nahyan, as emir of Abu Dhabi after the latter was deposed in a bloodless palace coup. Zayed was first appointed (by the other six Sheikhs on the Supreme Council) to the presidency of the UAE in 1971 and was reappointed on four further occasions: 1976, 1981, 1986, and 1991. He was considered a relatively liberal ruler, permitted private media, however they are expected to practice self-censorship and avoid criticism of Zayed or the ruling families.
Attitudes: 

· His religious tolerance of Christians and the freedom given Western workers sojourning in the UAE was in marked contrast to most neighbours in the region and exposed him to criticism. Zayed was most respected around the world for his unifying influence and his drive to make the Emirates one nation. His calls for cooperation extended across the Gulf to Iran. Zayed advocated dialogue as the means to settle the row with Tehran over three strategic Gulf islands which Iran seized from the (future) UAE Emirate of Sharjah in 1971, though the islands remain in Iranian hands, despite over three decades of UAE diplomatic initiatives.    Zayed also did not shy away from controversy when it came to expressing his opinion on current events in the Arab world. Troubled by the suffering of Iraqi civilians, he took the lead in calling for lifting sanctions on Iraq imposed by the United Nations in the aftermath of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990, despite Kuwaiti displeasure and opposition. 

· In the early 1930s when the first oil company teams arrived to carry out a preliminary surface geological survey, it was Sheikh Zayed who was given the task of guiding them around the desert, giving him his first exposure to the industry that was later to have such a great effect upon his country. He performed well, and in 1946, he was the obvious choice to fill a vacancy as Ruler's Representative in the oasis of Al Ain, then a cluster of small villages, though today a thriving city with a population of around.

· In 1953, accompanying his brother, Sheikh Zayed paid his first visit to Britain and France, recalling years later how he had been impressed by the schools and the hospitals. In the future, he decided, his own people must have the benefit of similar facilities. He remembered later: "There were a lot of dreams. I was dreaming about our land catching up with the modem world, but I was not able to do anything because I didn't have the wherewithal in my hands to achieve these dreams. I was sure, however, that one day they would become true". Yet, even lacking sufficient resources, during the twenty years he was in Al Ain, Sheikh Zayed succeeded in moving ahead with development of the area faster than anyone, except perhaps himself, would have expected. One British Political Agent, Sir Hugh Boustead, recorded his astonishment that "everything he managed to accomplish in Al Ain and the surrounding areas were all for the benefit of the people."
Legacy:

· Zayed was extremely popular in his home country. He was admired as a relatively simple man who guarded his people's culture and traditions and presented a civilized image of the UAE to the rest of the world; he was the undisputed father of his nation. The flood of emotions at the news of his death was genuine, and felt all over the country, by nationals and non-nationals alike. He was a man respected across the globe, especially in the US and Europe due to his pro-western stance. Although he was opposed to democracy in any form, he nevertheless avoided virtually all taint of authoritarianism, and was viewed as a moderate and gentle ruler.
Final years: 

· In 1999, while he was in a hospital for some tests, the people of the UAE wrote him a personal thank-you letter with 1.5 million signatures. He underwent a kidney transplant in 2000.    On 2 November 2004, Sheikh Zayed died, as announced by Abu Dhabi TV. He was believed to be 86 years old. No official cause of death was given; however he had recently been in London undergoing hospital treatment.    His eldest son, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahayan, born in 1948, took an increasing role in the government from the 1990s; he was ratified as president of the United Arab Emirates by his fellow rulers on the Supreme Council directly after his father's death.    Shaikh Zayed International Airport located at Rahimyar Khan, Punjab, Pakistan is named in his honor.
The Sons of Sheik Zayed (God’s mercy upon him):

1. H.H Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
2. H.H Shaikh Sultan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
3. H.H Shaikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
4. H.H Shaikh Hazzaa’ Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
5. H.H Shaikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
6. H.H Shaikh Mansoor Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
7. H.H Shaikh Abdualla Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
8. H.H Shaikh Tahnoon Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
9. H.H Shaikh Essa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
10. H.H Shaikh Saif Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
11. H.H Shaikh Nasser Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
12. H.H Shaikh Omar Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
13. H.H Shaikh Hamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
14. H.H Shaikh Ahmed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
15. H.H Shaikh Khalid Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
16. H.H Shaikh Nahyan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
17. H.H Shaikh Saeed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
18. H.H Shaikh Falah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
19. H.H Shaikh Thyab Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Conclusion:

· Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi since 1966, was elected first President of the UAE in 1971, a post to which he has been re-elected at successive five year intervals. A driving force in the creation of the federation, he has worked to achieve his vision of a society with high quality welfare, education, health and housing for all citizens by utilising Abu Dhabi's oil revenues to fund projects throughout the federation. Overseas, he has gained a reputation as a sagacious statesman, keen to promote conciliation where possible, but at the same time firmly on the side of justice and international law. Under his leadership, the UAE has supported the Palestinians in their struggle for their homeland, was an active member of the coalition that liberated Kuwait in 1991, and is a major contributor to the international peacekeeping force in Kosovo. The country has also been a major donor of international relief aid and development assistance, reflecting Sheikh Zayed's firmly held Moslem faith, with the duty it places on believers that they should assist others less fortunate than themselves. Now in his 80s, Sheikh Zayed continues to play a guiding role in Government.
Resources:

· http://www.uae.gov.ae/Government/sheik_zayed.htm.
· http://216.239.59.104/search?q=cache:sJvGkqbtGhwJ:en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H.H._Sheikh_Zayed_bin_Sultan-al_Nahyan+Sheikh+Zayed+sons&hl=ar&ct=clnk&cd=1&gl=ae
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