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4. What happens at the beginning of the school day?

a) lessons begin

b) there is a break

| ¢) there is an Assembly

d) students read in classrooms for 10 minutes 2

| 5. How many lessons do most students-have each day?
a) four

b) seven

c) six

d) nine

12

6. assembly or broadcast can help students to feel:
a) hungry
b) part of a large family

| c) tired

d) excited 2

Short response answers [mark out of 3 for each]

7. Why is school important for the future of young people?
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Is school the best way to get an education?

In the UAE, boys and girls attend school from the age of 4 until they are 18. Some children
go to privet schools, but most go to school that are paid for by the government. However,
some people are discussing whether school is the best way to educate young people.

Some people believe that going to school is the best way to educate young people. Students
gain knowledge and understanding about different subject areas such as Arabic, Religious
Studies, Social Studies, Mathematics, English and Art. As a result, they learn many skills
like how to read and solve maths problems. This will help them in their future.

In addition, school is the best place to learn because there are qualified teachers who guide
students as they learn knowledge and skills. There is also a lot of equipment at school like
computers and sports equipment that students may not have at home.

Another advantage of school education is that children can learn about routines. Because
students have up to seven lessons a day, they follow a timetable. This helps them to manage

their time well. As a result, they will be able to manage their time when they choose a
career in the future.

Another advantage of going to school is that it helps young people to value each other and
their culture. The school day begins with an assembly or broadcast. This is when all students
gather together to sing the UAE National Anthem and hear readings from the Holy Quran,
thus promoting a strong cultural heritage, in the UAE. This also makes them feel that they
are part of alarge family.

However, some people believe that education in a school is not important, because children
can learn about all sorts of things from their parents and family such as, hunting, tending
animals, using computers and speaking Arabic and English. Many also think that starting
school at 4 is too young. It stops children from playtime, where they can learn social skills
and develop their imaginations through games.

Finally, many believe that routines are not necessary, until children grow older and can
organise themselves.

Clearly, there are arguments for and against going to school. What do you think?
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Circle the correct answer [2 marks for each correct answer]
1. Who goes to school in the UAE?

a) boys only

b) girls only

¢) boys and girls

d) primary students only

2. From what age do children start to attend school?

a) 3 years
b) 7 years
c) 5years

d) 4 years

3. What skills can students learn at school?
a) to read and solve maths problems
b) to climb trees
¢) to run

d) to horse ride

2

/2

2




[image: image2.jpg]"1
\I1GUS I OBIISSISI £, LUUY CHYIS! MEMDING IV E A G001

8. Why do students come together at the beginning of the school day?

9. Why do some people believe that 4 is too young to start school?

Longer response answer [mark out of 4]

10. Would you like to work as a teacher in a school? Give reasons for your answer,
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| Text 2

Qualifications-Are they necessary?

Most people want a job. A job means that people can pay for food and other important
things. As well as providing spending power, jobs help to give people a purpose in life. They
can make you feel successful and happy. In order to get a well paid job, you need some
qualifications, or do you?

Some people believe that there are many advantages of getting good exam results and
good qualifications. One advantage of getting high marks at school is that you can go to
college or university. Graduating from university means you have more qualifications. This
often helps people to show that they have a range of skills that can be used in a job. For
example, qualifications can show that you can communicate well with others, or that you
can analyse and solve problems.

There are also jobs in industry, where only qualified people can work. These people spend
many years training before they can move into a highly paid position. For example, an
engineer works for at least 5 years before he can be the boss.

Also, having qualifications means that people can change jobs if they want to. For
example, having diplomas or degrees shows that you can learn quickly and do the work ina
new job. These diplomas and degrees are written in a resume, [CV] showing employers
exactly what skills and knowledge you have.

On the other hand, many people believe that qualifications are not important. They
l believe that just training in the job is enough to get the skill and experience that are
necessary for the job. For example, the knowledge and skills needed to be a computer
programmer can be learnt without going to college. Also, shop owners and bank tellers do
not need university degrees. They learn by working in the job. Many also believe that |
I diplomas and degrees are just pieces of paper and they do not show that a person can do
the job well. For example, if a person has a degree in medicine, it does not always mean
that they will be a good doctor.

| Therefore, to get a job, many people believe that high marks and qualifications are
necessary, whereas others think learning while working is more important.
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Circle the correct answer [2 marks for each correct answer]

11. What do you need to go to university? I
a) low marks
b) high marks |
¢) nothing
2
d) a degree I

12. Graduating from university means you have:

a) time
b) no job |
c) qualifications

d) college 2

13. What is in a resume? I
a) applicants I
b) employers
¢) government I
d) a paper that shows knowledge and skills 2

14. What can a job pay for?
a) many people |
b) food

¢) many jobs

d) many offices
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15. How long must an engineer work before they can become the boss?

a) 2 weeks
b) 1year
c) at least 5 years

d) 10 days

| 16. What job does not need qualifications?
a) engineer

b) shop owner

¢) doctor

d) company director

Short response answers [mark out of 3 for each]

17. Why do most people want a job?

2

/2

18. Why are qualifications and skills important?

3
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19. Why do some people think qualifications are not important?

3

Longer response answer [mark out of 4]

20. What do you think is the most important job? Give reasons for your answer.





