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Reading Comprehension

Read the article below. Then answer the questions below.
Eggplants and Tomatoes: A “Shady” History

1. Two of the most popular vegetables in the world today—eggplants and tomatoes—have surprisingly “shady” histories. Both vegetables are members of the nightshade family, a group of vegetables that also includes potatoes, peppers, and tobacco. Some nightshade plants are poisonous or may cause negative effects such as arthritis, headaches, and heartburn. Others have been studied for their potentially beneficial effects on health, including their ability to prevent cancer. Plus, both eggplants and tomatoes are full of vitamins and minerals, in addition to being delicious, as well.

2. Eggplant, also known as aubergine, was first cultivated in China and India more than 2500 years ago. Through trade, eggplant was introduced to the people of Africa, the Mediterranean, Spain and Greece, who quickly added it to their diets. Some Europeans, on the other hand, were not as quick to accept the eggplant. They feared that it was poisonous, and some people even thought it caused insanity, so they grew it purely for decoration.

3. Tomatoes were also grown for decorative purposes at one point in their history. Tomatoes are native to South and Central America, but when they were brought to Europe, some people were afraid to eat them. The Italians fell in love with the tomato, however, and it became an essential ingredient for many familiar Italian dishes, including pizza. Americans also welcomed the tomato eventually, especially in the form of canned tomato soup.

4. Nowadays, the eggplant and the tomato are both considered staples in kitchens all over the world. Eggplant is used in many dishes, including the well-known baba ghannouj of the Middle East and the tasty tempura of Japan. More people grow tomatoes in their gardens than any other vegetable. These two vegetables may share a somewhat “shady” past, but they also share a promising future.
Questions:

1. What is the purpose of the article?

a. to tell an interesting story




b. to provide factual information

c. to explain a scientific process



d. to describe an historical event

2. Why does the author say that eggplants and tomatoes have a “shady” history?
a. because they can be dark in color



b. because they were not easily discovered
c. because they require lots of shade to grow

d. because they are both nightshade plants
3. What does the word cultivated mean in this sentence? “Eggplant, also known as aubergine, was first cultivated in China and India more than 2500 years ago.”
a. divided








b. grown

c. helped








d. shared

4. According to the selection, eggplants and tomatoes may prevent _______.
a. cancer








b. arthritis

c. heartburn








d. headaches

5. What does the word purely mean in this sentence? “They feared that it was poisonous, and some people even thought it caused insanity, so they grew it purely for decoration.”
a. easily








b. happily

c. only








d. perfectly

6. In which paragraph would the following sentence belong? “Chillis used in many Asian dishes are also nightshade foods.”

a. Paragraph 1







b. Paragraph 2

c. Paragraph 3







d. Paragraph 4

7. Based on the article, which of the following statements about eggplant is NOT true?

a. Eggplant was brought to Europe from Asia.

b. Eggplant quickly became popular all across Europe.

c. Spaniards and Greeks have long enjoyed eating eggplant.

d. In some European countries, eggplant was used to decorate homes.

8. What does the word essential mean in this sentence? “The Italians fell in love with the tomato, however, and it became an essential ingredient for many familiar Italian dishes, including pizza.”
a. attractive








b. additional

c. expensive








d. necessary
9. Which of the following statements is NOT true for BOTH the tomato and the eggplant?

a. They were once used for decoration.

b. They used to be considered poisonous.

c. They were first grown in South America.

d. They are used in dishes in many countries.

10. What does the word staples mean in this sentence? “Nowadays, the eggplant and the tomato are both considered staples in kitchens all over the world.”
a. basic foods







b. healthy foods

c. special foods







d. unhealthy foods

11. What would be a good title for this selection?

a. My Favorite Vegetables

b. Vegetables in Italian Cooking

c. Vegetables Through the Ages

d. A History of Two Popular Vegetables
Read the article below. Then answer the questions below.

1. Solar energy can perform all of the functions that electricity can; however, the concept of utilizing solar energy is nothing novel. As early as the third century B.C., ancient Greeks and Romans made use of sunlight to set enemy warships on fire. Nowadays, most people do not have any reason to ignite anyone else’s ships, but a solar oven would come in handy on a camping expedition.

2. Constructing a solar oven is a fairly simple project; all you will need is a pizza box, some black construction paper, aluminum foil, plastic wrap, tape, scissors, a marker, approximately two feet of string, and a small nail. First, draw a square on the top of the pizza box, then cut along three sides of the square, but do not cut the side next to the back of the box. You should now have created a flap; fold it back and crease the line that you didn’t cut. Glue a piece of aluminum foil to the inside of the flap.

3. Next, open the box and tape a piece of plastic wrap onto the underside of the box top. This piece should be slightly larger than the flap. Ensure that the plastic wrap is attached sufficiently so that no air can escape when the oven is closed. This is so the hot air will be retained inside the box. Now glue a piece of aluminum foil to the bottom, then tape a piece of black construction paper on

top of the foil.

4. Finally, close the box and tape one end of the string onto the front edge of the flap, insert the nail into the back of the box, and adjust the flap until the foil reflects sunlight through the window into the inside of the oven. Finally, when you find the perfect angle for the flap, wrap the other end of the string around the nail to hold it in place.

5. The oven is complete, so you can try to make toast, cakes, and even minipizzas.

Questions:

1. Which of the following would be the BEST title for this article?

a. Basic Principles of Solar Energy

b. Putting Sunlight to Work for You

c. How to Build Your Own Solar Oven
d. How the Romans and Greeks Used Solar Energy

2. Which of the following statements is an OPINION?

a. Solar energy can perform all of the functions that electricity can.

b. Constructing a solar oven is a fairly simple project.
c. Glue a piece of aluminum foil to the inside of the flap.

d. This is so the hot air will be retained inside the box.

3. Read this sentence: “You will need about two hours to complete this project.”

In which paragraph would this sentence BEST appear?

a. Paragraph 1







b. Paragraph 2
c. Paragraph 3







d. Paragraph 4

4. Read this sentence: “The concept of utilizing solar energy is nothing novel.” As used here, nothing novel means that using solar energy is not ______.
a. difficult








b. cheap

c. new








d. simple

5. Based on the article, which of the following statements BEST describes the project?

a. It is expensive.







b. It is timely.

c. It is uncomplicated.






d. It is uninteresting.

6. What does ignite mean in this sentence? “Nowadays, most people do not have any reason to ignite anyone else’s ships.”
a. burn








b. extinguish

c. fight








d. invade

7. According to the article, which of the following steps should you NOT do?

a. cut four sides of the pizza box




b. attach the string to the nail

c. fold the flap to make a crease





d. put plastic wrap on the box top

8. What does sufficiently mean in this sentence? “Please ensure the plastic wrap

is attached sufficiently.”
a. satisfactorily







b. simply

c. sparsely








d. strongly

9. Which of the following pieces of information is NOT mentioned in this article?

a. The cost of the project materials



b. The materials needed for the project

c. The steps to complete the project



d. The purpose of the project

10. What does come in handy mean in this sentence? “A solar oven might come in handy on a camping trip.”

a. be simple








b. be useful

c. be difficult







d. be unhelpful

11. Based on the article, the oven would probably work BEST when the weather is _____.
a. breezy







b. clear
c. mild







d. overcast

Read the article below about curfews. Then answer the questions.

1. Hundreds of urban areas around the world have initiated curfew programs for those under eighteen. In many cases, the curfew begins at eleven and children and teenagers who are caught away from home after curfew without their parents can be fined, arrested, or put on work crews. Cities argue that they are using these programs to protect their residents, but young people are divided on the issue.

YES

2. The most important advantage of having a curfew would be that children and teenagers wouldn’t be able to get involved in dangerous activities. Some parents, like mine, have to work late and don’t always know what their kids are doing. Other parents are irresponsible and don’t care what their children are doing. A curfew would keep these kids at home and out of trouble. Curfews keep communities safe. Wouldn’t you feel better knowing that your friends were safe and sound at home after dark? —Robert Jackson, seventeen

NO

3. Those in favor of curfews say they keep children and teenagers out of trouble and focused on academic work, but in reality they sometimes keep kids out of school. Last month, I was at a café with some friends, and the café closed at 10:55, a few minutes later than we had expected. We were walking to my car to drive home when we were stopped by two policemen. We were arrested and jailed for three days, so were forced to miss school simply because we were at a café! I had to work extremely hard to catch up with all the homework I missed and maintain my B-average.

4. Overall, I feel that curfews don’t just punish kids who are causing trouble or planning to cause trouble, they punish responsible young people who perform well in school. Therefore, city officials should develop solutions that punish only those who are actually committing crimes and leave the rest of us alone. —Mohammed Canaan, sixteen.
Questions:

1. Which of the following would be the BEST title for this article?

a. Can Parents Control Their Children’s Behavior?

b. Should Cities Have Youth Curfew Programs?

c. Will Children and Teenagers Obey Curfews?

d. Are Young People Causing Trouble at Night?

2. Which of the following statements is an OPINION?

a. Some parents don’t always know what their kids are doing.

b. Cities argue that they are using these programs to protect their residents.

c. I feel that curfews don’t just punish kids who are causing trouble
d. We were forced to miss school simply because we were at a café!

3. Read this sentence: “Unfortunately, there are some parents who allow their children to do anything.” In which paragraph would this sentence BEST appear?

a. Paragraph 1







b. Paragraph 2
c. Paragraph 3







d. Paragraph 4
4. What does initiated mean in this sentence? “Hundreds of urban areas around the world have initiated curfew programs.”
a. planned








b. increased

c. wanted








d. started
5. Based on the article, Robert Jackson can BEST be described as being _____.
a. cautious








b. civic-minded
c. excitable








d. strong-willed
6. According to the article, curfews are for people of what age?

a. eleven and older







b. sixteen and younger

c. seventeen and older






d. eighteen and younger
7. What does sound mean as used in this sentence? “Wouldn’t you feel better knowing that your friends were safe and sound at home after dark?”
a. careful








b. comfortable

c. noisy








d. unharmed
8. Which of the following types of information is NOT mentioned in the article?

a. reasons for curfew laws





b. locations of curfew laws

c. changes to curfews laws





d. opinions about curfew laws
9. What does irresponsible mean in this sentence? “Other parents are irresponsible and don’t care what their children are doing.”
a. untrustworthy







b. impossible

c. careful








d. impatient

10. Why did Mohammed MOST LIKELY tell the story about leaving the café late?

a. to illustrate how effective curfew laws are

b. to support his argument that curfew laws do not work
c. to explain what happens when a curfew law is broken

d. to relate his own personal experience with curfew laws

11. What does solutions mean as used in this sentence? “City officials should develop solutions that punish only those who are actually committing crimes.”
a. answers







b. explanations

c. formulas







d. laws

Read the article below about MP3 players. Then answer the questions.

1. It seems that wherever one goes, people are listening to digital audio players, or MP3 players. 
It is easy to understand why these devices have become common. First, MP3 players represent a significant improvement over CD and cassette players. Unlike CD and cassette players, MP3 players are small, light, compact, and easy to use. They are also more convenient to use. While cassettes had to be rewound or fast-forwarded to find a particular song, any song stored in an MP3 player’s memory can be accessed instantly. In addition, the average MP3 player can store hundreds of songs, a ten-fold increase over portable CD players. Finally, one MP3 player can easily be shared by two or more people.

2. Unfortunately, there are downsides to MP3 players as well. The biggest problem is potential hearing loss. Experts say that MP3 players can seriously damage a user’s hearing. Studies have shown that 80% of MP3 owners turn their players up to around 80 decibels, and some listen at 105 decibels or higher. By comparison, a jet airplane taking off generates 110 decibels.

3. To make matters worse, many users listen to their MP3 players for up to ten hours without a break. Listening to a jet plane taking off for several nonstop hours would seriously damage anyone’s hearing. Therefore, experts agree that by decreasing the volume by even 10 decibels, an MP3 owner can reduce the danger of hearing damage substantially. Experts have also recommended that users take one five-minute break from their players every hour to give their ears a rest.

4. It is obvious that most people love their MP3 players; these devices are not going to go away anytime soon. The important thing to remember is that they must be used wisely. If users experience a ringing in their ears, their hearing could be damaged and they should have themselves examined immediately.
Questions:

1. Which of the following would be the BEST title for this article?

a. Reasons Why MP3 Players are So Popular

b . Why You Should Buy an MP3 Player

c. MP3 Players: Why They are Dangerous

d. Advantages and Disadvantages of MP3 Players*

2. Which of the following statements is an OPINION?

a. MP3 players are light and compact.

b. MP3 players are very easy to use.

c. MP3 players can store hundreds of songs.

d. MP3 players are smaller than cassette players.

3. What does significant mean in this sentence? “MP3 players represent a significant improvement over CD and cassette players.”
a. important








b. special

c. advanced








d. similar

4. What does downsides mean in this sentence? “Unfortunately, there are downsides to MP3 players as well.”
a. edges








b. strengths

c. problems








d. devices

5. Which of the following statements BEST describes the author’s opinion?

a. People should not buy MP3 players

b. People should use CD players instead

c. People should use MP3 players carefully

d. People should not use MP3 players on airplanes

6. Read this sentence: “Songs for MP3s can be easily downloaded from the Internet, too.” 
In which paragraph would this sentence best appear?

a. paragraph 1







b. paragraph 2

c. paragraph 3







d. paragraph 4

7. Based on the article, which of the following adjectives describes an MP3 player the BEST?

a. precise








b. portable

c. pleasant








d. powerful

8. What does the word generates mean in this sentence? “A jet airplane taking off generates 110 decibels.”
a. damages








b. represents

c. creates








d. accesses

9. According to the article, in what way is an MP3 player BETTER than a CD player?

a. an MP3 player can be played louder

b. an MP3 player can hold more songs

c. an MP3 player is more common

d. an MP3 player has better sound quality

10. Which of the following pieces of information is NOT mentioned in the article?

a. the cost of an MP3 player

b. the size of an MP3 player

c. the popularity of an MP3 player

d. the features of an MP3 player

11. What does examined mean in this sentence? “They should have themselves examined immediately.”
a. described







b. studied

c. removed







d. suggested
Read the article below about school uniforms. Then answer the questions.

1. Some people think that the debate about school uniforms is just about whether or not students look cool. In reality, this issue is related to other issues, such as student performance, money, and personal choice. The school uniform debate is very important to parents, teachers, and school officials—and to students, too! Read what some students have to say about this issue.

2. Many students argue that school uniforms would save their parents money. According to Nahla, an eighth-grader, “Kids whose families don’t have a lot of money wouldn’t be teased for their unfashionable clothes.” Furthermore, some students are convinced that uniforms would help them focus on learning. “I think it’s a great idea. Wearing uniforms would teach students that schoolwork is more important than looking good,” argues tenth-grader, Heba. Others believe that school uniforms would help students perform better academically. In the words of a twelfth-grader named Aziza, “If all students have to wear the same uniform, they will try to impress others with their schoolwork and grades, not their clothes.”

3. Some students are against school uniforms. They argue that uniforms would actually cost their parents more money. “Uniforms are expensive and can only be worn at school. My parents would still have to buy me other clothes to wear on weekends and after school,” explains ninth-grader, Sherine. According to a twelfth-grader named Susan, “School uniforms don’t allow personal choice.” She feels that uniforms don’t allow students to be creative or express their own decisions about what to wear. Finally, many students like eleventh grader Reema say that uniforms are uncomfortable. “Students like to wear comfortable clothes, and each student’s idea of comfort is different,” she says.

4. In conclusion, there are strong arguments on both sides of the school uniform debate. Whatever the outcome, one thing is vital: before making a decision about whether to require uniforms, school officials must consider the opinions of everyone involved-specially the students.

Questions:

1. Which of the following statements BEST summarizes the article?

a. Some students are against wearing school uniforms.

b. The school uniform debate is mostly about personal choice.

c. Many students think that school uniforms would save parents money.

d. There are strong arguments on both sides of the school uniform debate.

2. Which of the following statements from the article is an OPINION?

a. Some students are against school uniforms.

b. Many students say that uniforms are uncomfortable.

c. If all students have to wear the same uniform, they will try to impress others.

d. Many students argue that school uniforms would save their parents money.

3. What does furthermore mean in this sentence? “Furthermore, some students are convinced that uniforms would help them focus on learning.”

a. however









b. in sum

c. whatever









d. in addition

4. What does perform mean in this sentence? “School uniforms would help students perform better academically.”
a. act








b. create

c. function







d. remember

5. Which student has the STRONGEST opinion on the issue?

a. Nahla

b. Heba

c. Sherine

d. Reema

6. Read this sentence: “School uniforms also wear out rather quickly, and have to be replaced often.” In which paragraph would this sentence best appear?
a. Paragraph 1

b. Paragraph 2

c. Paragraph 3

d. Paragraph 4

7. Based on the article, which of the following statements best describes ALL of the students interviewed?

a. They have to wear school uniforms

b. They have an opinion on the issue

c. They like going to school

d. They want to look cool

8. According to the article, which of the following reasons can MOST LIKELY make school uniforms more costly?

a. they need to look fashionable

b. they can only be worn at school

c. they are not comfortable to wear

d. they do not allow for personal creativity

9. What does outcome mean in this sentence? “Whatever the outcome, one thing is vital.”

a. decision

b. opinion

c. attempt

d. result

10. What does focus on mean in this sentence? “Some students are convinced that uniforms would help them focus on learning.”

a. sharpen








b. revolve

c. narrow








d. concentrate

11. According to the article, why is the school uniform debate important to parents, teachers, school officials, and students?

a. because there are many issues involved in the debate

b. because students who wear uniforms do better in school

c. because uniforms need to be comfortable and inexpensive

d. because everyone should agree on the main points of the issue

Read the article below about The Bonesetter’s Daughter. Then answer the questions.

The Bonesetter’s Daughter: Amy Tan’s New Novel - By Karen Crow

1. How much do you know about your parents? Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter is a beautiful and moving novel about a woman who learns about her mother’s life before it’s too late. In the process, she finds out more about herself. Each moment is so truthful that the story made me reconsider my relationship with my own mother.
2. Tan has a remarkable ability to expose great truths through the small details of her characters’ lives. Ruth Young, the novel’s main character, is a Chinese- American woman living in San Francisco. She doesn’t have a positive relationship with her mother, LuLing, but when LuLing becomes ill, Ruth moves back home to take care of her. LuLing has Alzheimer’s disease, the first

symptom of which is memory loss. Eventually, LuLing will be unable to talk and will become completely helpless.

3. While at her mother’s house, Ruth finds a diary written in Chinese. When LuLing realized that she had Alzheimer’s disease, she started writing down all of her important memories so she wouldn’t forget them. Ruth has the diary translated into English and begins to learn about her mother’s past and how it has affected their relationship with each other.

4. Ruth learns that LuLing was a brave, strong young woman who had to survive many tragedies in China. She learns that the reason LuLing was so overprotective of her when she was growing up was because she feared that her family had bad luck. Most importantly, Tan expertly illustrates the difficulties between mothers and daughters. Her main message, though, is that we should get to know our own family members before they’re gone. We have to know our pasts before we can understand our own true identities.

5. I highly recommend this book to anyone who feels that they don’t really understand their parents. I also recommend it to anyone who wants to learn more about China in the early twentieth century, or just wants to read a great book.

Questions:

1. Which of the following BEST describes the article?

a. It’s an advertisement for The Bonesetter’s Daughter

b. It’s a review of The Bonesetter’s Daughter

c. It’s a summary of The Bonesetter’s Daughter

d. It’s a chapter of The Bonesetter’s Daughter

2. Based on the article, who is MOST LIKELY the bonesetter’s daughter?

a. Amy

b. Ruth

c. Karen

d. LuLing

3. Which of the following statements from the article is an OPINION?

a. Ruth has the diary translated into English.

b. LuLing feared that her family had bad luck.

c. Tan has a remarkable ability to expose great truths.

d. Ruth doesn’t have a healthy relationship with her mother.

4. What does positive mean in this sentence? “She doesn’t have a positive relationship with her mother, LuLing.”

a. good

b. useful

c. expert

d. certain

5. Read this sentence: “This is a common disease that affects many older people.” 

In which paragraph would this sentence best appear?

a. Paragraph 1

b. Paragraph 2

c. Paragraph 3

d. Paragraph 4

6. What does affected mean in this sentence? “Ruth learns about her mother’s past and how it has affected their relationship with each other.

a. improved

b. influenced

c. attacked

d. adjusted

7. Which of the following statements BEST describes LuLing?

a. She has had an easy life.

b. She has had a boring life.

c. She has had a typical life.

d. She has had a difficult life.

8. What does illustrates mean in this sentence? “Tan expertly illustrates the

difficulties between mothers and daughters.”

a. notices

b. shows

c. draws

d. remembers

9. Which of the following pieces of information is NOT mentioned in the article?

a. who the characters are

b. where the story takes place

c. when the story takes place 

d. what the title of the novel is

10. According to the article, how does Ruth learn her mother’s true story?

a. by translating her story

b. by reading a diary

c. by doing research

d. by talking to her mother

11. What does recommend mean in this sentence? “I also recommend it to anyone who wants to learn more about China in the early twentieth century.”
a. offer








b. praise

c. require








d. suggest

Read the newspaper article below about Ahmad Ali. Then answer the questions.

When Ahmad Ali became the youngest poet to ever win the prestigious National Poetry Award, the first person he wanted to credit was his father. “My father is a library director” he explained, “so from a very young age I remember he always had a book in his hand. He actually wrote a few poetry books for children, which he read to me when I was about four years old. I think that’s what made me interested in poetry in the first place.” Ahmad was seven when he wrote his first poem. 
It came, he said, “very naturally,” and he’s been writing ever since.

When asked how long it usually takes him to compose a poem, Ahmad shrugged and said, “it depends. Sometimes a poem seems to write itself, and I’m finished in no time. Others, though, take more time to complete. It may be days or even months before I consider it finished.”

Although Ahmad’s interest and talent for poetry may make him different from other students his age, he considers himself to be a “pretty average kid.” “When I’m not studying or helping my father in the library after school, I like to have fun: play soccer, watch movies, and just hang out with my friends.”

Ahmad will start college in September. It should come as no surprise that he wants to pursue a career in poetry and literature. I think it’s important for people to follow their dreams and take every opportunity to do what they enjoy.” And Ahmad’s other piece of advice? “Read a lot.”

Questions:

1. Which of the following is probably the BEST reason the newspaper printed this article?

a. because Ahmad is a very interesting young man

b. because readers like articles about poets and poetry

c. because Ahmad won a poetry award at a young age
d. because the article encourages people to follow their dreams

2. What did the article say about the first poem Ahmad wrote?

a. He spent a lot of time on it.

b. It was not a very good poem.

c. His father helped him write it.

d. It did not take much effort to write.

3. What does credit mean in this sentence: “The first person Ahmad wanted to credit was his father.”

a. thank
b. blame

c. contact

d. mention

4. Based on the article, which of these adjectives describes Ahmad the BEST?

a. quiet

b. sensitive
c. outgoing

d. cheerful

5. How did Ahmad first become interested in poetry?

a. His father read poems to him.
b. His father took him to the library

c. He learned to read at a young age.

d. He read a book of children’s poems.

6. Ahmad describes himself as being

a. special

b. unusual

c. talented

d. normal
7. What does compose mean in this sentence? “When asked how long it usually takes him to compose a poem, Ahmad shrugged and said, “it depends.”
a. think

b. check

c. create
d. publish

8. According to the article, Ahmad suggests that people_______

a. have fun

b. study more

c. write poetry

d. read more

9. What does opportunity mean in this sentence? “I think it’s important for people to follow their dreams and take every opportunity to do what they enjoy.”
a. goal

b. ability

c. chance
d. fortune

10. Which of the following statements is expressed in the article?

a. Poetry is a very beautiful form of art.

b. It is quite difficult to write a really good poem.

c. Winning a poetry award takes luck and a lot of work.

d. Writing poems is sometimes easy and sometimes hard.*

11. What does pursue mean in this sentence? “It should come as no surprise that he wants to pursue a career in poetry and literature.”
a. seek
b. use

c. persist

d. continue

12. What does prestigious mean in this sentence? “Ahmad Ali became the youngest poet to ever win the prestigious National Poetry Award.”
a. large







b. annual

c. expensive







d. recognized

Read the selection below about mosquitoes. Then answer the questions.

1. Many people regard the mosquito as the most deadly creature in the world, responsible for over one million deaths each year. However, this tiny insect is not the real killer: it is a parasite carried and transmitted by the mosquito called Plasmodium. This parasite causes malaria, which brings sickness and death. Although a million people may die from malaria every year, a much greater number—between 350 to 500 million— are actually sickened by it each year. All because of mosquitoes.

2. As a species, mosquitoes have been around for more than 30 million years. Each female mosquito lays from 100 to 300 eggs at a time, and between 1,000 to 3,000 eggs in her lifetime, which is only between 3 and 100 days. That translates into an estimated 100 trillion mosquitoes in the world at any time. That’s over 15,000 mosquitoes per person.

3. Interestingly enough, only female mosquitoes bite. That’s because females need protein, found in blood, for their eggs. Males are incapable of piercing skin because they lack a proboscis—the long, thin tube females use to bite and draw blood. Instead of blood, they drink plant nectar. Despite being so small, they can see us, feel our body heat, and smell us. In fact, they can detect odor from 20 to 35 meters away. In other words, female mosquitoes have a number of ways to discover their prey.

4. Sharks, alligators, and poisonous snakes may seem much more terrifying and frightening than the tiny mosquito, but there is no question which of these creatures is more menacing. It is difficult, if not impossible to run or hide from a predator that is practically invisible and silent.

Questions:

1. Why did the author MOST LIKELY write this article?

a. to inform readers about malaria

b. to tell readers about mosquitoes

c. to explain how people catch malaria

d. to describe the life cycle of mosquitoes

2. Based on the article, which of the following conclusions can BEST be drawn?

a. malaria cannot survive without mosquitoes

b. without blood to drink, mosquitoes cannot live

c. most mosquito bites, although annoying, are harmless

d. if there were no mosquitoes, malaria would not be as widespread
3. The article states, “it is a parasite carried and transmitted by the mosquito called

malaria that causes sickness and death.” The prefix mal- means

a. bad
b. sick

c. wrong

d. serious

4. What does responsible mean in this sentence? “The mosquito is responsible for over

one million deaths each year.”
a. to rely

b. to trust

c. to blame
d. to provide

5. Read this sentence: “Mosquitoes can find food very easily once they get close to

someone—or something.” In which paragraph would this sentence BEST appear?

a. Paragraph 1

b. Paragraph 2

c. Paragraph 3
d. Paragraph 4

6. According to the article, male mosquitoes don’t bite because ___________________

a. they do not lay eggs

b. they do not carry malaria

c. they have different bodies
d. they prefer to drink plant nectar

7. Which of the following is the mosquito’s best sense?

a. its sight

b. its touch

c. its smell

d. its hearing

8. What does piercing mean in this sentence? “Males are incapable of piercing skin.”
a. breaking
b. chewing

c. moving

d. stinging

9. Why does the author mention sharks, alligators, and poisonous snakes?

a. to cover the topic more thoroughly

b. to contrast with the much smaller mosquito

c. to remind the reader that these animals can kill, too

d to support the theme that the world is a dangerous place

10. Read this sentence: “Female mosquitoes have a number of ways to discover their

prey. Which of the following words is CLOSEST in meaning to prey?

a. trap

b. victim

c. enemy

d. purpose

11. Which of the following BEST summarizes the article?

a. Mosquitoes are very small but quite dangerous.

b. Female mosquitoes are more deadly than males.

c. Mosquitoes have been around for millions of years.

d. The mosquito population is a serious problem in the world.

Read the article below about Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO). Then answer the questions.

1. Helping out in the community is an admirable thing to do. There are many citizens in our neighborhoods who need help for one reason or another. But for some people, helping in their local community isn’t enough. They want to go further afield and help internationally. And that’s exactly what they can do with an organization like Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO).

2. Founded in 1958, the goal of VSO is a world without poverty. The organization believes that everyone has fundamental human rights and that by working together people can achieve lasting change around the globe. Since its creation, more than 40,000 volunteers have worked with communities in countries in Africa, Asia, South America, and Eastern Europe.

3. VSO does not typically send money or food to places in need. Instead, the organization sends volunteers. These volunteers then work alongside local citizens toward achieving one of VSO’s main objectives: to strengthen the ability of disadvantaged people to support themselves.

4. Currently, there are over 1,400 VSO volunteers working around the world. It is truly remarkable that people are willing to devote their time and skills to help less fortunate individuals. That’s what true community feeling is all about.

Questions:

1. Which of the following would be the BEST title for this article?

a. The Success of VSO

b. VSO: A Brief History

c. Volunteering for VSO

d. What VSO Is and Does

2. Which of the following statements from the article is an OPINION?

a. Instead, the organization sends volunteers.

b. Helping out in the community is an admirable thing to do.

c. VSO does not typically send money or food to places in need.

d. Currently, there are over 1,400 VSO volunteers working around the world.

3. What does founded mean in this sentence? “Founded in 1958, the goal of VSO is a

world without poverty.
a. invented

b. imagined

c. discovered

d. established

4. What does fundamental mean in this sentence? “The organization believes that everyone has fundamental human rights.”

a. basic

b. simple

c. necessary

d. important

5. Based on the article, which of the following statements BEST summarizes the idea of 
“true community feeling”?
a. people are willing to volunteer their time

b. people are willing to learn things together

c. people are willing to do things for other people

d. people are willing to donate money to help others

6. Read this sentence: “The first request for VSO volunteers came from Borneo.” 
In which paragraph would this sentence BEST appear?

a. Paragraph 1

b. Paragraph 2

c. Paragraph 3

d. Paragraph 4

7. Based on the article, which of the following adjectives probably describes a VSO volunteer the BEST?

a. giving

b. reliable

c. wealthy

d. protective

8. What does objective mean in this sentence? “Volunteers work alongside local citizens toward achieving one of VSO’s main objectives.”

a. plans

b. results

c. opinions

d. intentions

9. According to the article, why do people become VSO volunteers?

a. they want to travel to distant countries

b. they want to end hunger around the world

c. they are not satisfied with their communities

d. they want to make a difference in the world

10. Which of the following pieces of information is NOT mentioned in the article?

a. who created the VSO

d. what VSO hopes to achieve

c. countries where VSO has sent volunteers

b. the number of people who have joined VSO

11. What does lasting mean in this sentence? “By working together people can achieve lasting change around the globe.”

a. active

b. final

c. complete

d. permanent

