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Essay Writing
(1) Choose one of the following and write a comparative essay:

· two of your friends

· two different sports

· two of your favorite writers

Describe how the two subjects are the same or how they are different. 
Be sure you:

· Choose at least two points of comparison

· Tell what you are comparing in your introduction

· Explain why the comparison is interesting

· Discuss each point of comparison for each subject

· Summarize your comparison in your conclusion

You will write two drafts of this composition. You will receive marks for both drafts.

Your final draft should be between 200-250 words.

Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.
(2) Write a set of instructions for something you know how to do. You should explain something that has a result, that involves three or more steps, and that most people probably don’t know how to do. Choose something that you have not already written about. 
Make sure to:
· Identify what you’re going to explain in your introduction.

· List the materials that the reader will need.

· List steps in time order.

Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.
(3) Choose an issue from the list below (one that you have not already written about) and write a “pro” or a “con” essay. 
Be sure to:
Write an introduction that grabs the reader, identifies the issue, and states your position

Provide at least two arguments and support each argument.
Write a conclusion that summarizes your arguments.
Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.

(4) Imagine what it would be like to live through a natural disaster.

Choose one natural disaster from the list below and write an essay describing the event.

Make sure you:

• Set the scene: say where you were, who you were with, what time of year/day, etc. it

was.

• Use sensory language: explain what the disaster looked, sounded, smelt, and felt like.

• Use figurative language: include similes.

• Give a minute-by-minute description of the events in the order in which they happened.

• End with a description of the aftermath of the disaster: say how you felt.


· Make sure to include different subtopics in your paragraphs.

· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.
 (5) Write a persuasive essay about surfing the Internet too much. 
Make sure you:

· include an introduction that states your opinion.

· give at least three reasons to support your opinion

· provide facts and details to support each reason.

· include a descriptive title

· include a conclusion that tells the reader what to do.

You may use the following notes.

Facts about surfing the Internet too much

• Affects social life (become a loner, lose contact with friends and family))

• Affects eyes (can cause blurred vision, bloodshot eyes, can lead to eye strain)

• Could affect health (effects of longterm exposure to monitors unknown, inactivity

could lead to obesity)

· Make sure to include different subtopics in your paragraphs. 
· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.

(6) Choose one of the topics from the box below. Then write an introduction and either the

“yes” part or the “no” part of a debate. Make sure you include:
· a title that explains what the debate is about;

· an introduction containing background information;

· at least three arguments for or against the issue;

· facts and examples to support the argument.


· Make sure to include different subtopics in your paragraphs.

· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.
 (7) Imagine you are somebody else. You can be someone famous, someone you know, or

someone completely imaginary. Write an autobiographical account of an important

event or incident in this person’s life. Be sure to:

• Explain why the event or incident was important

• Say what happened: include as much detail as you can

• Tell about the person’s thoughts and feelings

• Tell how the event or incident changed this person, or what he or she learned from it.

• Remember to use language that makes your account exciting and interesting to read-don’t produce a boring list of actions and events.

· Make sure to include different subtopics in your paragraphs.

· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.
 (8) Writing Compositions

Think of four interview questions about achievement. Then imagine that you have asked a friend the questions and noted his or her answers. 
· Make sure you include information about the person’s background, and use question words and phrases.

· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.
(9) Think of a person you know and admire. Then write a detailed descriptive essay about that person.
· Make sure to include different subtopics in your paragraphs. 
· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.

(10) Write a composition with the title:  Proud of my School!
· Make sure to include different subtopics in your paragraphs. 

· Pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling.

(11) Write a composition of about 100 – 150 words entitled “Proud to belong to my family!”.
These ideas might help:

- Why do you feel proud of your family

- Who in your family do you feel proud of

- Why do you feel proud of

- How do you show your pride

· Make sure that your composition provides examples and situations to support your feelings.

· Make sure to include an introduction, a body with examples and an end.
 (12) Read the facts below. then write a composition about Lake Superior. 
Make sure your composition has a beginning, middle, an end, and is supported with facts.


(13) Some students prefer to study outside the country while others prefer to study in the local universities. What do you think? Support your ideas. 
Points to talk about:
· Safety

· Money cost

· Own culture and religious beliefs

· Type of study

· Independence
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Possible Issues


• Should principals and teachers be allowed to check lockers and backpacks


for magazines and personal photographs whenever they want to?


• Should people under 16 be required by law to wear helmets when biking,


skateboarding, scooting, or inline skating?


• Should the legal driving age be changed from 18 to 21 years of age?





tornado             flood               wildfire               tsunami





• Should written tests be the only way to grade students’ performance?


• Should students be allowed to bring cell phones to school?


• Should parents help their kids with their homework?





largest lake in North America (almost as large as the UAE)


563 kilometers long, 257 kilometers wide, 3,662 kilometers of shoreline


largest of the Great Lakes-- more water than other Great Lakes together


3 quadrillion gallons of water (3,000,000,000,000,000)!


405 meters deep


Clear, cold water


almost never freezes over completely


average water temperature: 4.4oC


more than 300 streams and rivers leading into it


In summer, sun sets later (35 minutes) on eastern shore than southeastern edge








