

         Pearls were once a very important part of Abu Dhabi’s economy. People relied on them for an income and pearl divers provided much of the world with these beautiful and precious objects.

           But when did people first start wearing pearls? Archeologists have discovered that people first started wearing them over 2000 years ago. They were very expensive and only king, queens and very rich people could afford to wear them. If the daughter of a queen married a prince or king from another country, her mother gave her pearls to wear. People also wore them on their clothing. There are many pictures of queen Elizabeth of England wearing pearls on her clothes. She loved them so much that she had two people who were just employed to sew pearls onto her clothes. 

           At the end of the nineteenth century, pearls were natural. In other words, they were found in the sea by pearl divers, just like those who used to work in Abu Dhabi. The divers worked hard to find the pearls but only one in every 10,000 sea oysters contained a pearl. Then, at the beginning of the twentieth century, the Japanese discovered a way to make all oysters grow pearls. They put a little bit of sand or shell inside protect the oyster; this irritated the oyster so it grew a pearl to itself from the irritation. The Japanese started oyster farms and the pearls were cultivated on the farm. Now, every cultivated oyster provides a pearl.

              As a result of this, pearls become much cheaper and now everyone can enjoy wearing and giving pearls as gifts.
__________________________________________________________________

Read the Text and answer the following Question by choosing from a, b, c or d

1_ The main idea of the text is ……………..
      a. pearls                                                 b. the history of pearls     
         c. Queen Elizabeth and pearls               d.  Cultivating pearls

2_ In Abu Dhabi, pearl diving ……………..
      a. it was not popular                   b. provided people with money for food and clothes     
         c. was an expensive hobby               d.  didn’t exist

3_ Pearls from Abu Dhabi ……………..
      a. were not valuable                               b. were very valuable     
         c. were not beautiful                              d.  were not popular

4_ In ancient times, pearls were worn by ……………..
      a. everyone                                      b. archeologists     
         c. the Japanese                                 d.  rich and powerful people

5_ Queen Elizabeth ……………..
      a. didn’t wear very many pearls                    b. wore lots of pearls     
         c. sewed pearls onto her own clothes           d.  hated pearls

6_ From the text, we can guess that ……………..
      a. pearls divers never found pearls in oysters
      b. pearls divers occasionally found pearls in oysters     
         c. pearls divers often found pearls in oysters
         d. pearls divers always found pearls in oysters

7_ Them in line 2 paragraph 2 refers to ……………..
      a. people                                                b. archeologists      
         c. pearls                                                 d. kings

8_ They in line 5 paragraph 3 refers to ……………..
      a. UAE pearl divers                               b. rich people      
         c. Japanese                                            d.  oysters 

9_ The word “precious “ in line 3 paragraph 1 ……………..
      a. beautiful                                             b. valuable      
         c. awful                                                  d.  helpful 

10_ The word “cultivated “ in line 7 paragraph 3 ……………..
      a. grown                                                 b. sold
         c. kept                                                    d. irrigated 
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