Sample English Exam Grade 11
TEXT A        Two Intelligent Boys (adapted from a traditional story)
Once there were two intelligent and capable boys named Khalid and Ahmed. They easily outdid everyone around. They had always known they were special, and they had a desire that, in the future, everyone would come to see how exceptional they were.

Each of them developed in a different way. Khalid used all his abilities to have a successful career. He took part in competitions, visited important people, and made friends in high places. The second boy, Ahmed, was equally aware of his own capabilities, but never stopped feeling a heavy responsibility. Because he could do almost any task better than those around him, he would feel obliged to help them. This didn't leave him enough time to follow his own dreams of greatness. He was always busy looking for ways to help others. As a result, Ahmed was a much-loved person, but never had enough time to seek fame.

Then a great disaster struck the land.  A powerful earthquake shook villages and towns. Buildings came apart, roads were torn, as they ran in terror like frightened rabbits.

Khalid had never come across anything like this and was afraid. “What should I do?” he asked himself. After a moment of thinking, a light sparkled in Khalid’s eyes, and a smile spread across his face. “I know what to do!” he declared. Khalid quickly moved to put a plan into action to help people.  He showed his plan to the government, and he was happy when they agreed to use his ideas to repair the damage. His brilliant ideas worked successfully, and they managed to improve the situation. 

As Khalid watched his repair plan unfold, his thoughts went to Ahmed and his region of the country. Khalid had heard from every other area about how wonderful his project was, but he had heard nothing from Ahmed’s community. “Maybe the damage was too much for Ahmed’s people,” he thought. “I’ll take a group to Ahmed’s region and see what I can do,” he decided.

When Khalid arrived in Ahmed’s hometown, what he saw made his head spin. Instead of seeing rubble and destruction, he found people working happily together to repair slight damage. Indeed, the whole city seemed to have only had a small problem. Apparently it had been mostly repaired long before Khalid came to help them. Khalid walked around and saw very organized groups of volunteers working together. He found Ahmed speaking to one of these groups by the town square. When Ahmed looked up, he greeted Khalid warmly. “Ahmed!” Khalid demanded, “What’s going on here? How is it that your city isn’t destroyed?” At first Ahmed was surprised by Khalid’s question but then he realized that Khalid was unaware of the way the people in this city handled problems. Ahmed explained the situation to him.

 Ahmed was so used to solving problems, and had such useful know-how in certain subjects, that the disaster hardly affected the people in his region at all. Therefore, when the earthquake hit, the community practiced the habits they already had in place, by the time Khalid’s programme reached them, Ahmed’s people were already fine. His admirable methods were then adopted across the land, and the fame of this good and wise man spread even more than Khalid’s. Khalid then understood that the greatest fame is born from the simple things in life, and from the need to improve ourselves every day. He never again took part in competitions or vain shows. He was always ready to lend a helping hand with his new found skills.
1. Why were Khalid and Ahmed special? [1 mark]
a. They developed in different ways

b. They outdid everyone around them

c. They visited important people

d. They were loved by many people

2. What great disaster happened? [1 mark]
a. Khalid lost a competition 

b. Ahmed had many problems

c. There was an earthquake

d. They were always too busy

3. What was Khalid’s reaction to the disaster? [1 mark]
a. He made a plan to help the people

b. He got scared and ran away

c. He was happy about what happened

d. He asked Ahmed for help

4. What surprised Khalid when he visited Ahmed’s home town? [1 mark]
a. He saw rubble and destruction

b. He saw some damaged buildings

c. He found volunteers working together

d. He found that everyone had run away

5. Quote a simile used in paragraph 3.  [1 mark]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
6. Quote an idiom used in paragraph 6 that means the same as ‘surprised and confused’. 

[1 mark] 
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
7. How do the people in Ahmed’s hometown feel about him? [1 mark]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
8. Both Khalid and Ahmed help people.  Why are Khalid and Ahmed both respected in their communities?  [3 marks]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
TEXT B:  TSUNAMI YOU HIT MY ISLAND HOME  Adapted by a poem by Thrishana Pothupitiya

The sun shone bright

Upon my island home

When all at once 

Wailing shrieks echoed from her shores.

It came whirling, swirling, churning and sweeping

A monstrous twenty-foot wave

With a booming voice and mighty hurt

Destroying everything in its way.

It came so fast in swirling rage

No time to think, to save myself
The waves  reached high like a giant hand

And swept back out with our lives.

The waves destroyed many homes,

It swept off many lives.

But after this pain and sorrow

Our people began to rise.

From far away people came

To lend a helping hand

Humanity poured through the veins

Of every person.

The Tsunami which hit our land

On this strange and fateful day

Has freed us from ourselves

Has shown us the correct way.

Together all in our island country
Will get over this tragedy

Every one working together

Regardless of nationality colour and creed.

The waves shattered Sri Lanka
Yet humanity it could not break.

Compassion, love and kindness reached out to all,

And gave hope in every way.

Oh Tsunami you hit us

Expecting us to fall

But we will rise much stronger,

And even better than before
1.  What poetic feature is “booming” an example of? [1 mark]
a. Alliteration

b. Onomatopoeia 

c. Rhyme

d. Repetition 

2. Which line is an example of a simile? [1 mark]
a. The waves reached high like a giant hand

b. It came so fast in swirling rage

c. It came whirling, swirling, churning and sweeping

d. Humanity poured through the veins

3. Compare how the poet presents the people’s feelings and attitudes during and after the disaster. Explain in your own words. [2 marks]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
TEXT C    Better Education Leads to Better Job Prospects 
Source: The National February 25 2011

Sheikha Moza bint Nasser is not satisfied with the education and work opportunities for young people. “The education system in Arab countries is partly responsible for the high unemployment. It focuses more on giving diplomas than on training students in practical skills,” wrote Sheikha Moza in a UN report.

“In today’s changing world, young people need to learn critical thinking, writing skills and how to solve problems.  These are  absent in our education at present. If we do not change our current practice we will not be able to compete globally.”

Sheikha Moza added that wealth had not been fully helpful for our young people. “Many young people have grown used to a materialistic lifestyle.  This stops them from reaching their full potential,” she wrote.

“Consumerism keeps young people in an endless search for possessions. This  encourages them to ignore their roles as citizens who are responsible for their community and their own positive self-development.”

The annual report from UNICEF shows that unemployment rates for those aged between 15-24 reached 27 per cent in North Africa and 23 per cent in the Middle East in 2009. These rates are among the highest globally. In 10 years, 65 per cent of the region’s population will be under the age of 25. This will result in the need to create 6.5 million jobs each year. 

Sheikha Moza believes that one of the greatest challenges for young people should be to become the best of citizens who contribute to the development and betterment of their society.
1. Sheikha Moza is concerned about young people. Explain with reference to the text how important these ideas are. [3 marks]

____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
TEXT D
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Source: Orange County Community College (State University of New York)
1. What is the message in this visual text? [2 marks]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
2. Identify one visual feature that supports this message. How does it make the message clear? [2 mark]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
QUESTION E
1. Compare how Texts A and B present attitudes towards disaster. Explain in your own words, referring to both texts. [4 marks]
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
____________________________________________________________________________________​​______
English Writing Sample 11

Civic responsibility helps build a strong society in the UAE.

Write an exposition that agrees or disagrees with this statement. All elements of the prompt must be addressed. Give reasons and examples to support your opinion.
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Sample Mark Scheme English Grade 11 

Text A      Two Intelligent Boys

	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4

	b
	c
	a
	c


A5– A8   Irrelevant response 0 mark; if relevant award marks as follows:   

	Q#
	Level of response
	Answer/Example
	Mark

	A5
	Identifies language 


	Correctly quotes the correct poetic feature:

“[ran in terror] like frightened rabbits”  
	1

	A6
	 Identifies language 
	Correctly quotes the idiom:

“[made his] head spin”
	1

	A7
	Identifies perspectives
	 Identifies a relevant and appropriate emotion – must be positive 
They love/admire/trust/respect ……..him
	1

	A8
	Attempts

	Eg

They are both helpful
Or other relevant response
	1

	
	Gives a reason
	Gives a reason 

Eg 

They led their community after a disaster (earthquake)
Or other relevant response
	2

	
	Identifies the effect
	Eg 

They led their community after a disaster (earthquake)

Khalid spent time looking for things to make him famous, like visiting important people, but Ahmed felt a duty to help other people and therefore was not as famous as Khalid.  But Ahmed helped people help themselves while Khalid made people rely on him.

In the end Khalid learned to be a true leader, one that taught people how to lead themselves

Or other relevant response
	3


Text B    Tsunami                             

	B1
	B2

	b
	a


B3  Irrelevant response 0 mark; if relevant award marks as follows:                            

	Q#


	Level of response
	Example
	Mark

	B3

Compares

/Contrasts 


	Identifies things to compare/contrast   
	Examples are given without details or explanation (e.g people feel pain and sorrow)

Eg 

sorrow then hope  
	1

	
	Describes the comparison elements
	Examples are given and show some understanding that the feelings were different during and after (MUST refer to both during and after and must refer directly to the poem
Eg 

During the disaster the people felt ‘pain and sorrow’.  Then after it lots of people came ‘from far away’ to help them and after this, the people felt stronger and more hopeful.   

Or other relevant example
	2


Text C   Better Education Leads …………..

C1 Irrelevant response 0 mark; if relevant award marks as follows:  

	Q#
	Level of response
	Example
	Mark

	C1
	Critical Response 

Interprets

Makes a connection to self 

Makes a link between the text and own perspective  
	Attempts   Identifies an idea 

Eg The text is about education; OR material life style; OR unemployment …etc  
	1

	
	
	Identifies a perspective  and summarizes or paraphrases  the idea

does not use own words but response is relevant

eg  Sheikha Mouza is concerned about the ineffective education system OR the materialistic lifestyle that young people have grown used to.

Or
The increasing threat of unemployment 
Or other relevant response
	2

	
	
	supports a personal perspective In own words 

eg Shiekha Mouza is concerned about the education system in the Arab world. She urges an educational reform that focuses on teaching practical skills and critical thinking. Besides, she is concerned about the materialistic lifestyle that young people lead which makes them unable to compete globally. 
I agree with her because those who are problem solvers and critical thinkers will be able to compete. Education, not consumerism, encourages self-development which leads people towards responsible citizenry. This is needed in UAE.
or other relevant response
	3


Text  D   Sustaining the Earth poster       

D1 – D2 Irrelevant response 0 mark; if relevant award marks as follows:                            

	Q#
	Level of response
	Example
	Mark

	D1
	Identifies 

The idea at a literal level
	Identifies the topic or the subject matter

 Eg 

It is about saving the earth OR  sustaining the earth …etc
	1

	
	Explains

The idea at an inferential level
	Explains what the specific message is (what it is saying about the topic).

Eg 

The main message is that every individual can make a difference in saving the planet. 

Or other relevant examples
	2

	D2
	Identifies
	Any of the following  features

· Symbolism eg:  hands; circle created by the text

· Placement eg: having the earth in the centre 
· Size: the big size of the earth/hands

· Colour eg:the orange and red                      background
	1

	
	Explains

Shows how the visual feature supports the main message
	Explains the link between the visual feature and the main message.

Eg

· Symbolism eg:  hands; circle created by the text indicates the great care we have for the planet

· Placement eg: having the earth in the centre indicates our great responsibility to it; indicates the cycle of life, how it continues

· Size: the big size of the earth/hands

· Colour eg:the orange and red   background is alerting us to danger
	2


Intertextual Question                        

E1   Irrelevant response 0 mark; if relevant award marks as follows

	Q#
	Level of response
	Example
	Mark

	E1
	Critical Response 

attempts


	Identifies an idea from only  one text

Eg There was a disaster
	1

	
	
	Identifies an idea from both texts

Or does not use own words but response is relevant

Eg: In both texts people were scared in the first place. Then, they helped each other to get over the disaster. 


	2

	
	
	Provides some details of the identified idea/s  from both texts and gives examples from both texts in own words

Eg  In Ahmed’s town, people worked happily together to repair the damage.

In the tsunami hit country, people from remote areas came and gave a hand to help the stressed people to get over the tragedy.

Or other relevant response 
	3

	
	
	discuss /explain the relationship between the texts and how they both support a particular idea  in own words

eg  Both texts explore the idea of civic responsibility/ recovering from a disaster. In the first text Ahmed and his people were responsible citizens. They took the initiative to help their community. In the second text people from far away came to help the people on the island. In both texts people became stronger because of the disaster.  

Both illustrate communities coming together in times of need for the good of all, rather than the needs of the individual

Or other relevant response 
	4


ADEC     TRIMESTER 3       2010 – 2011 WRITING CRITERIA  GRADE  11                            Non attempt – 0                                             No half marks  
	Organization and ideas  11 - 12 marks
	9 -10marks
	7 - 8 marks
	5 - 6 marks
	2 marks 

	relatively well developed exposition structure

exposition addresses all elements of the prompt 

exposition structure demonstrates logical sequence contributing to cohesion  with significant argument and evidence 

uses detail to enhance and engage the audience 


	text with developing exposition structure and detail

exposition addresses  the prompt

exposition structure is evident and provides supporting details

evidence of thesis/arguments/evidence
clear main ideas and all writing is related to the main idea with elaboration of some of the ideas
	Text which indicates some exposition structure

exposition  addresses the prompt
some exposition structure is evident 

ideas are central to the main idea

	Limited text with some details

text may not address the prompt
some attempt at organizing ideas but may not be an exposition eg  a discussion

content is generally relevant to the central idea


	A simple text that includes some related ideas

a list of words or phrases that do not necessarily relate or

copies the prompt

continually repeats words or phrases memorized from the reading texts

	Vocabulary  4marks
	3marks 
	2 marks
	1 mark

	uses rich, precise words and or phrases that link to the exposition structure and the prompt

uses a range of verbs, adverbs adjectives to enhance meaning
	uses appropriate word choices that link to the exposition structure and the prompt


	experiments with new, different word choices which may not always be appropriate
	uses some key words that are generally linked to the central idea

0 mark if copies the prompt or continually repeats words or phrases memorized from the reading texts

	Paragraph and sentence structure

 4 marks
	3marks
	2 marks 
	1 mark

	uses paragraphing structures (including formatting) appropriately where each paragraph is focused on one idea or set of like ideas 

uses a range of sentence structures appropriately – simple, compound, complex 

control of tense most of the time 
	uses paragraphing structure may not always be appropriate

uses a variety of sentence structures 

begins to control tense
	begins to use paragraph structures

uses some extended sentences

attempts control of tense


	attempts to use extended sentences  - may show variable control of subject verb and noun pronoun agreement

0 mark if copies the prompt or continually  repeats words or phrases memorized from the reading texts

	Spelling 2 marks
	1 mark

	spells a range of complex words correctly most of the time

attempts to spell  more difficult words

spells common 100 words correctly all of the time
	spells some common words correctly using a range of strategies – how words sound/look or common letter patterns 

uses initial letters and some known letter patterns

0 mark if copies the prompt or continually repeats words or phrases memorized from the reading texts

	Punctuation 3 marks
	2 marks
	1 mark

	uses a wider range of punctuation appropriately (direct speech marks, question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes)


	uses expanded sentence level punctuation appropriately (commas, colons)
	uses sentence level punctuation some of the time – capital letters, full stops

0 mark if copies the prompt or continually repeats words or phrases memorized from the reading texts


1

