

	Poetic terms	Grades 8 & 9


1 - Alliteration:  Repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words placed near each 

other, usually on the same or adjacent lines.

Example:  "Suzy sees silent snowflakes"
2 - Rhyme :  This is the one device most commonly associated with poetry by the general public. Words that have different beginning sounds but whose endings sound alike, including the final vowel sound and everything following it, are said to rhyme. Example:    time, slime, mime                                                                                                                        
Example :    I think of you often in the fondest way; 
                 I cherish you more than I ever could say
 Double rhymes include the final two syllables. Example: revival, arrival, survival
Triple rhymes include the final three syllables. Example: greenery, machinery, scenery
3 - Metaphor : A comparison between essentially unlike things without an explicitly comparative word such as like or as.                       Example:    "My love is a red, red rose,"                                            4 - Personification : Attributing human characteristics to an inanimate object, animal, or abstract idea.
Example: The days crept by slowly, sorrowfully

5 - Simile :  A figure of speech involving a comparison between unlike things using like  or  as.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Examples:        " My love is like a red, red rose. 
                        He’s as dumb as an ox
6 - Onomatopoeia :  Words that sound like their meanings. In “  Hear the steady tick of the old hall clock ”, the  word “ tick ” sounds like the action of the clock
 7 - Repetition :  The purposeful re-use of words and phrases for an effect.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Example: I was glad; so very, very glad                       
9 - Stanza: A division of a poem created by arranging the lines into a unit, often repeated in
 the same pattern of meter and rhyme throughout the poem; a unit of poetic lines (a “paragraph”
 within the poem). The stanzas within a poem are separated by blank lines.                                                                   
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