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On Saturday nights Ahmed Al Shamsi does not get a lot of sleep. Usually three or four times a night a loud bell rings, a red light goes on when there is an emergency, and he has to jump out of his bed. That is because he is a weekend volunteer firefighter. During the week he lives at home with his family and goes to school. Ahmed, a junior captain and a firefighter, is eighteen years old.
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"1 always wanted to get into fire fighting since I was a little boy watching fire trucks go by" he says. "One day I was bored. I was surfing the internet and I discovered that Abu Dhabi offers training for junior firefighters. I joined the team." Being a hard-working student, Ahmed manages to go to high school, do his homework and volunteer for 160 hours for the firefighting class.
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Fighting fires is dangerous. Firefighters never stop practising how to stay safe. They wear fighting boots, coats, helmets and masks. Fighting fires also requires team work. Firefighters do not just get called to put fires out. They also respond to calls about everything from accidents to heart attacks.
One of the best stories Ahmed has to tell is the day he was called out to save a little boy who had climbed up a tree and could not get down.
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Ahmed had been sitting at the fire station reading a book when the bell rang and the red light came on. He jumped up and ran to the fire truck together with the other five firefighters. They drove at high speed to a villa in the middle of the city.
On arrival he saw that a crowd had gathered outside and people were pointing up to a tall palm tree. A small boy clung to the trunk of the tree with both arms which were badly scratched. He sobbed because he was frightened and exhausted and could not hold on any longer. The boy's mother was crying and his brother was trying to climb up the tree to save him.
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Ahmed and the other firefighters quickly pulled out a blanket and held it under the tree. "Jump...1 Jump...! Jump._ !" The crowd shouted. The little boy let go of the tree and fell many metres down...down...down...He fell with a PLOP onto the blanket.
The boy was safe but in shock.
Ahmed and the firefighters were invited into the villa by the boy's family to enjoy a delicious meal of rice and chicken.
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