



Sample English Exam Grade 8
Text A:  The Henna Party 

Friday was a very important day for Samia and Salem. It was their wedding day! Everyone in the village was excited and was busy preparing for the happy event. The villagers were very proud of Salem as he worked long hours and cared about the people in his village. Ever since he was a young boy he dreamt of becoming a key member of his community. 

While others were enjoying the pre-wedding celebrations, the groom was busy delivering a baby in his Clinic. The bride was in her room arranging her hair and make-up, getting ready for the arrival of her guests. Her family and friends had excitedly prepared the henna party.  Grandma and Mum were busy in the kitchen with the food they had made for the henna feast.  Samia’s best friend Mariam had decorated the Majlis with candles and red roses.  Shaikha was collecting the bride’s dress from the tailor.

At 12 noon the henna maker arrived and joined Samia and her friends and family who were gathered together in the majlis.  Following tradition, she started decorating the bride’s hands.  There was an air of excitement in the room.  The smell of Arabic coffee filled the air. Grandma started singing a traditional folk song. Shaikha offered dates and chocolates and Mariam gave gift boxes filled with candy and nuts. Samia was happy with her beautiful design and her face was shining as bright as a star.

Suddenly, the bride felt a strange tingling in her hand. It grew worse causing her to feel itchy and she started to scratch.  Her hand had become red and swollen.  She shouted out and began to cry.  Everyone stopped what they were doing and rushed over.

Grandma said, “Oh dear, I think it best that you wash your hands immediately.”  As an emergency first aider, Mariam suggested applying some cold cream on Samia’s hand and ran off to find some. Shaikha put her arms around Samia to comfort her. Neither of these remedies worked.

Mum took control and phoned Salem in a panic but in vain.  The party was interrupted.  Dad arrived because it was an emergency. They had to get to the hospital urgently. On the way there Samia’s hand became more irritated and painful, which made her anxious and fearful.  While waiting, Samia’s mind was full of dark thoughts. Whenever she looked at her hand she panicked more and more.   A few minutes later, the doctor arrived.  Dr Ahmed looked at her hand and said, “You’ve had an allergic reaction to the henna. Tomorrow is your wedding. What about drawing the henna using body colours?” 

Everyone smiled.
A1.    What event took place in the village on Friday? [1 mark]
A. A wedding

B. A henna party

C. A visit to the tailor

D. A visit to the candy shop
A2.   What was Salem doing the day before the wedding? [1 mark]
A. Dreaming  

B. Visiting the town

C.  Working at his clinic

D. Preparing for the wedding
A3.   Where was the henna party taking place? [1 mark]
A. In the Majlis

B. In the Kitchen

C. In the hospital

D. In Salem’s Clinic
A4.   What was Samia’s Mum doing? [1 mark]
A. Decorating the room

B. Making the Henna feast

C. Collecting the Bride’s dress

D. Welcoming the Henna Designer
A5.   How did Samia feel on the way to the hospital? [1 mark]
A. Calm

B. Excited

C. Strange

D. Anxious
A6.   What type of person was Samia’s Mum? [1 mark]
..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................
A7.   Describe the problem that Samia faced the day before her wedding. [1 mark]
..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

A8.   Identify the simile used to describe Samia’s feelings when the henna designer was painting her hands. [1 mark]
..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

A9.   How do you think your family would feel if Samia was one of your family members?  Justify your response from the text.  [3 marks]
..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Text B:  Poem
Seasons  (adapted from the poem Spring by Karla Kuskin)

I’m Winter

I’m the cold

I’m shivering

I’m watching snowflakes falling

I’m feeling the sky crying

I’m the Robin hiding his head under his wing, poor thing

I’m the rain

I’m the snow

I’m the icicle forming

I’m going to sleep like a bear

Hibernating
I’m waking..........
I’m Spring

I’m shouting

I’m singing

I’m swinging through the trees

I’m flying sky-high

Like the buzzing black bees.

I’m the sun

I’m the moon

I’m the dew on the rose.

I’m the rabbit

Whose habit

Is twitching his nose.
B1.   Which of the following is an example of simile? [1 mark]
A. I’m shivering

B. I’m the dew on the rose.

C. I’m swinging through the trees

D. I’m a going to sleep like a bear hibernating
B2.   Which of these poetic features is used in the line, “I’m the dew on the rose.”? [1 mark]
A. Metaphor 

B. Repetition

C. Alliteration

D. Personification

B3.   Identify the alliteration in the poem. [1 mark]
A. I’m singing, I’m swinging 

B. I’m the rain, I’m the snow

C. I’m the sun, I’m the moon

D. I’m the rabbit whose habit
B4.   How does the author compare the two seasons? Support your answer with examples from the poem. [3 marks]
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Text C:  Visual  (Source: http://www.gulfnews.com/business/economy/new-book-detail )

[image: image1.jpg]



What is the message in this visual text? [2 marks]
..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Identify one visual feature and explain how this feature supports the message. [2 marks]
..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Inter-textual 

D1.   In your own words explain the relationship between Text A and Text C.
Identify the common idea in both texts and discuss the importance with evidence. [4 marks]
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
English Writing Sample Grade 8

“Hello, you have called 999, how can I help you?”

Write a narrative which starts with the line above.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


