Brainstorming for Topic and Thesis Statement: Example[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Please do not use these ideas as your essay topic. 


] 


An example of narrowing the topic, planning the body paragraph subtopics, composing a thesis statement follow. 

I. Narrowing the topic: This example is for the topic of society 
 (
\
      ______________  Habits in s
ociety
_____________________                                                                                            
            
      
Social habits around the world__________
            
     
Lying as a social habit___________
Why parents lie
 to 
their 
children__
The three main categories 
of lies parents 
tell their 
kids
.
)



















II. Plan the body paragraphs: Your essay needs to have 3 body paragraphs each containing a different subtopic.  Use your ideas to complete the following chart:

	Essay Topic:
	The three main categories of lies parents tell their children

	Subtopic 1:
	Lies to maintain cultural traditions

	Subtopic 2:
	Lies to encourage positive behavior

	Subtopic 3:
	Lies to discourage negative behavior



III. Compose a thesis statement: Your thesis must include the topic, controlling idea and 3 sub-topics. The logically divided thesis statement below will guide your paper.

The kinds of lies parents tell their children fall into three categories: lies to maintain cultural traditions, lies to encourage positive behavior, and lies to discourage negative behavior.______
